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EAST REGION 

Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 
 

Rocky Mountain Goats 

Rocky Mountain goats were extirpated from 

Oregon by the early 1900s. Historic and 

archeological records suggest they occurred 

through the Coast, Cascade, Blue and Wallowa 

Mountain ranges. Reintroduction began in 1950 

with a release of five goats from Washington near 

Joseph Mountain just west of Wallowa Lake 

(Wallowa County). Since this release the 

population has grown and goats have been 

reintroduced to many parts of their historic range. 

Today Oregon’s goat population has grown to 

about 1,000 animals. 
 

The most recent reintroduction occurred to the 

Cascades with a release made by the department 

and the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs 

Reservation in 2010. Earlier this year another 21 

goats were transplanted from Elkhorn Mountains 

to the central Oregon Cascades to support this 

reintroduction. 

 
This year’s effort was used as a training exercise 

for Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

and Muckleshoot Tribal biologists. They are 

planning to trap and move a number of mountain 

goats in 2017. Oregon’s effort this year allowed  

 

 

them to test trapping and transport protocols they 

plan to use as part of their effort. 
 

Oregon Trumpeter Swan  

Hunting and habitat modification brought 

trumpeter swans to the brink of extinction by the 

late 1800’s. By the early 1900’s fewer than 70 

breeding wild trumpeters were thought left in the 

United States. Since that time conservation efforts 

have brought these birds back. 

 
Eastern Oregon trumpeter swans are part of the 

Rocky Mountain Population and their recovery is 

focused through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service’s Rocky Mountain Population Trumpeter 

Swan Focal Species Action Plan (Plan). An 

important part of the Plan is reintroduction of 

swans to their historic range. The department’s 

Summer Lake Wildlife Area is targeted for 

reintroduction because of the excellent habitat it 

provides. The ultimate goal of the Plan in eastern 

Oregon is to build and sustain a breeding 

population of 15 breeding pairs and 75 birds.  
 

Reintroduction efforts at Summer Lake began in 

2009. Our first Sumer Lake cygnet was fledged in 

2014. This year, three trumpeter swan pairs were 

successfully produced broods in southeastern 

Oregon including one pair at Summer Lake.  
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Efforts are underway to transplant up to twelve 90 

day-old cygnets from Wyoming to Summer Lake 

in August and September. 
 

WEST REGION 

Steve Marx, Region Manager 
 

High Lakes Fish Monitoring - Staff have spent 
several days in July and August monitoring 
Cascade Mountain Lakes. Staff has conducted 
surveys, worked with volunteers to stock trout, 
and assessed angler use on multiple lakes.  
 

Every other year, on odd numbered years, ODFW 
conducts high lake stocking using a helicopter and 
long-line release system to stock high mountain 
lakes that are inaccessible by vehicle. Staff efforts 
this year include evaluating trout survival post 
release and between years, and growth/condition 
factor in select lakes to assess effectiveness of the 
effort and program. Some of these lakes provide 
excellent angling opportunity for fish such as the 
19 inch, 3 ½ pound trout pictured on the right. 
This particular trout was captured using an 
experimental gill net with graduated mesh size and 
estimated to be from the 2011 stocking year. While 
conducting fish sampling, staff record 
observations of amphibian presence and 
distribution at the lakes. Staff also noted that 
mosquito populations, while fed well during the 
sampling effort, were mostly tolerable.  
 

Staff and OSU interns from Springfield and Adair 
are also conducting trailhead surveys in the 
Cascades to determine recreational use of high 
lakes. The objective is to determine angler use of 
the high lakes and whether surveying trailheads 
can be an effective method to collect this 
information. Our interns will be conducting similar 
surveys on two weekends later this summer. This 
information will be combined with fish sampling 
results to determine future management for a give 
waterbody. 

 
 

Complementing the semi-annual airstock effort, 
we were able to stock 47 lakes this year using 
volunteers. From Leaburg Hatchery on the 
McKenzie River, we stocked nine lakes with 2,624 
cutthroat and 2,898 rainbow trout. We had 19 
adults and 29 kids volunteer to stock the lakes. 
From Willamette Hatchery near Oakridge, we 
stocked 38 lakes with 8,740 cutthroat and 19,350 
rainbow trout. We had 91 adults and 63 kids 
volunteer. Volunteers bring their own backpacks 
to load with fish and then hike them to assigned 
lakes. The hikes range from less than 0.25 miles to 
4 miles one-way. A similar effort is conducted each 
year from Marion Forks Hatchery for high 
mountain lakes in the Santiam River Basin. 
Pictured is one of our youngest volunteers. She 
carried her own bag with five fish into Shadow 
Lake and named them Bella, Grace, Alice, Lily and 
Paula. She reported that she cannot wait to go visit 
them again.  
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Wildlife Sighting Reports  
Staff spend a fair amount of time investigating and 
responding to reports of bear, cougar, and wolf 
sightings including photo documentation. In one 
interesting case, a Eugene area resident contacted 
OSP regarding the presence of a cougar in their 
yard and on their porch. They claimed the cougar 
had been hanging around their house for a couple 
of weeks, had been seen by four different people 
at the residence, and had been recorded by their 
security camera. All of this was reported to have 
occurred in a very residential area in north Eugene 
without any reports from neighboring residences. 
OSP investigated and were able to obtain a copy 
of the image, which clearly showed a cougar. 
ODFW staff were reluctant to deploy a trap unless 
we could be certain a cougar was truly present and 
there was some question as to the authenticity of 
the image. The image appeared cropped but the 
resident explained that the image was a screenshot 
from a security video feed. Staff uploaded the 
photo to Google Image and discovered the image 
was “borrowed” from the internet. The image 
appears to be cropped from a cougar photo out of 
Missouri. While most reports are validated, we 
receive many that turn out to be misidentification 
and an occasional report such as this example 
where we invest time and resources following up 
on false reports without clear motivation. 
 

MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM  

Caren Braby, Marine Resources Program Manager 
 

Working to keep fisheries open by reducing 

barotrauma 

 
Yelloweye rockfish suffering from barotrauma 

 
“Descending devices” help anglers re-pressurize rockfish by 

releasing at depth, reducing mortality of constraining species. 

Use them; they work!  “No floaters” campaign logo. 
 

The Marine Program is working hard to minimize 

barotrauma impacts, protect marine fish and keep 

marine fisheries open. How? Through a renewed 

outreach campaign to sport anglers, encouraging 

them to use descending devices to release rockfish 

that cannot be retained. In addition to the 

outreach campaign, distributing free descending 

devices to halibut and bottom fish anglers at the 

dock as they head out to sea to fish, MRP has 

developed a useful website that explains how and 

why to use descending devices to reverse the 

impacts of barotrauma to rockfish. The website 

feature videos on how to use these devices, maps 

of halibut fishing grounds with fewer yelloweye 

rockfish present, and information on the benefits 

of device use to anglers, fish, and the fisheries. A 

few of the main messages contained in the website 

are repeated below. For more information, please 

visit: 

http://ftp.dfw.state.or.us/MRP/recompression/  
 

How do descending devices help rockfish?  

Several rockfish species must be released by 

anglers due to constraining stock assessments and 

population status. However, rockfish have gas-

filled swim bladders that bloat when the fish is 

brought to the surface from deep waters. When 

such fish are released at the surface, it is like the 

fish is trying to swim back down with an inflated 

basketball attached to it. In addition to potential 

physical damage from barotrauma, fish released 

without a descending device often become 

“floaters” and are vulnerable to seabird and other 

predation at the ocean surface.  
 

http://ftp.dfw.state.or.us/MRP/recompression/
http://ftp.dfw.state.or.us/MRP/recompression/send_that_rockfish_down.asp
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In contrast, rockfish are much more likely to 

survive if anglers release them at depth. 

Descending devices grasp on to the fish’s lip and 

attach to the angler’s line, so the fish can be 

lowered to depth and released. During the descent, 

the fish re-pressurizes and the barotrauma 

symptoms reverse (bloated swim bladder and 

bulging eyes return to normal), and the fish swims 

away when released.  
 

How do descending devices help fisheries? 

Prior to the usage of descending devices, assigned 

mortality rates of released rockfish were very high. 

Now however, for every yelloweye rockfish that is 

descended when it is released, the West Coast 

fisheries get “mortality credit” for safely releasing 

that fish. As a result, mortality rates are reduced 

and the fisheries can continue to operate. If too 

many constraining species (such as yelloweye 

rockfish) are caught and released without 

descending devices, estimated mortalities will be 

too high and we must close the fisheries that 

interact with this species. The choice is clear – use 

descending devices and fisheries stay open longer.  
 

Because of this clear benefit, the Marine Program 

has been working for many years with sport 

anglers and a number of institutional partners to 

supply devices and increase their voluntary use by 

anglers. While the use rate has been estimated to 

be as high as 80% for released yelloweye rockfish 

(in 2014 and 2015), we saw a significant drop in in 

2016, down to an estimated 40-60%. This drop in 

use rate means that the overall mortality of 

yelloweye rockfish caught and released has 

increased significantly. ODFW has made inseason 

changes to the sport groundfish fishery, to account 

for the increased bycatch of yelloweye rockfish, in 

particular. If the use rate had remained at 80%, this 

recent inseason action would not have been 

necessary as early in the season, if at all. 
 

The bottom line for bottomfish fishing: use 

descending devices – they work! 

 

 

OREGON STATE POLICE 

Captain Jeff Samuels, Fish & Wildlife Division 
 

 
 

OSP F&W Aircraft Unit 

With the upcoming hunting seasons and recent 
staffing changes, the Oregon State Police Fish & 
Wildlife Aircraft Unit is gearing up to conduct 
numerous enforcement flight missions, with 
special emphasis on night flights to catch 
spotlighting and other illegal hunting activity. The 
aircraft are able to cover a large area in a short 
amount of time to identify high hunting pressure 
areas and zero in on unlawful hunting activity and 
poaching.  
 

The OSP Fish and Wildlife Division pilots also 
work closely with ODFW biologists in conducting 
numerous census flights and telemetry flights for 
Elk, Deer, Antelope, Big Horn Sheep and Wolves. 
They also conduct angler census flights on the 
Columbia River with ODFW.  
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OSP pilots also conduct flights in the areas of:   

  Winter Range protection of big game 
 Patrolling our rivers, lakes, and ocean for 

illegal fishing  
 Travel Management Area flights 

(patrolling road closures) 
 Rapid deployment of troopers to locations 

throughout Oregon 
 Assist OSP Patrol and Criminal Divisions 

and other law enforcement requests 
 Natural resource/watershed protection  

The Aircraft Unit has four experienced F&W 
pilots:  
 

Pilot /Sergeant Scott Jennings – Salem  
Sergeant Jennings was recently promoted to 
Sergeant and has been with OSP since 2008. 
Sergeant Jennings will be taking over the 
Northwest Region flights that long time pilot Chris 
Culp (now retired) was responsible for. Sergeant 
Jennings has been stationed in Klamath Falls and 
conducted many enforcement flights and ODFW 
telemetry and census flights in the Southwest 
Region. 
 

Chief Pilot /Senior Trooper Andrew Menlow - 
Bend 
Senior Trooper Menlow is the Fish and Wildlife 
Division’s Chief Pilot. Prior to OSP he was a flight 
instructor and charter pilot in Salem for five years 
and joined OSP in 1995 and began flying for the 
department in 1997. In 2004 Senior Trooper 
Menlow transferred to Bend as the Fish & Wildlife 
Pilot, and has been conducting enforcement flights 
and ODFW flights ever since. Per Andrew “Being 
a pilot is the best job in the Department” 
 

Pilot / Senior Trooper Lalo Guerra – Baker 
City 
Senior Trooper Guerra has been with the Oregon 
State Police since 1999. In 2011 he transferred to 
Baker City as the Fish &Wildlife pilot. Senior 
Trooper Guerra conducts many enforcement 
flights for F&W Troopers in eastern Oregon, and 
also works with ODFW biologists conducting 
telemetry and census flights in the mountainous 
regions and Hells Canyon. He also fly’s ODFW 
volunteers into Reds Horse Ranch when needed. 
 

Pilot / Trooper Ryan Gosse – Central Point 
Trooper Ryan Gosse is the Fish & Wildlife 
Division’s newest pilot, however he is not new to 

flying. Trooper Gosse was previously a law 
enforcement ranger with Alaska State Parks where 
he flew in the mountainous regions of the Denali 
National Park. He also spent nine years as a Game 
Warden with Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks. 
Trooper Gosse will be conducting flights primarily 
in the Southwest Region. 
 

END OF FIELD REPORTS FOR  
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